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(Text) Peking, 22 July--U.S. Defense Secretary Robert 8, McNamapa;yesterday - L :
discussed the situation in South Vietnam with President Lyndon Johnson, FEAN 1%
immediately after returning from Saigon, according to reports from Washington.::ils
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AYter a five-day “fact finding" trip in South Vietnam, McNamera admitbed at !,
‘la press confereﬂce in Washingbon airport yesterday that the strength of the 'Vﬁ-%
South Vietnamese people's armed forces had ¥inereased dramatically" since his . of.
previous "visit" a year ago and the "situation in South Vietnam has deterioratqg;
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McNamara said that he and Henry Cabot Lodge, newly appointed U.8. "ambassador”. b}
to South Vietnam, .and Barile G. Wheeler, c¢hairman of;ghe,U.S. Joint Chiefs of ¥ ﬁ”1ﬁ
Staff, would report their "observations and recommendations" from their LZTELEN P B
to South Vietnam to the U.S, Government.*iiHe deglined to reveal the contents.of |- | . SN
his recommendations. However, he indicated in his remarks that he would - -wifi 3f
| suggest that large numbers of U.8. armed forces be dispatched to South Vietnamyiifid
He said that there were "about 165,000 guerrillas in Soubh Vietnam facing Caw

no more than 500,000 regular and paramilitary government forces, andithis 1s.,
quite an unacceptable ratio of antiguerrilla to guerrilla strength.”. o
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Johnson summoned his military and political top advisers to hear and discuss
McNamara's ﬁeport.‘ The meeting was attended by Johnson, McNamara, Lodge, and
Wheeler, as well as Secretary of State Dean Rusk; Under Secret§ry of State
George Ball; Deputy Defgnse secrebary Cyrus Vance; MoGeorge Bundy, presidental
spe¢ial adviser on national seourity affairs; William Bundy, assistant state
e seoretary for Far Eastern affairs; John McNaughton. assistant secretary of defenge
| for international security affairs; William Raborn, director of the Central '
Intelligence Agency, and others. , o PURURVEUIRRPR I
Imite House Press Secretary Bill;D., Moyers said that the meeting was held chiefly %o -
" hear McNamara's report on the general situation mnd war developments 'in Vietnam, adding
[nat the participants were Ygiscussing in great detail all of the aspects of the - i : i
brovlems we face in South Vietnam" 50 that "a thorough and penetrating review" of the . \' Sl
Wietnam situafion was made. A series of meetings would follow ‘in .the next few dmyq, he| .. -~
aid. ’ ’ . " . : B . ' [T S ’ ‘n‘i'i“‘ B AR TR I v .
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